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charity and love. As contrasted with Hooker and
Andrewes, Jeremy Taylor would represent in the English
Church this class of gentler spirits. The writing of his
controversial works was for him a painful duty ; he was
' weary and toiled/ he said,' with rowing up and down in
this sea of questions ' ; and indeed the angry altercations
of old theologians, exuding what Jeremy Taylor called
' the spit-venom of their poisoned hearts/ do not present
an attractive or edifying spectacle. His devotional works,
however, breathe the spirit of holy charity and joy, ' the
sweetness of that fragrant piety/ which Emerson found
in his writings, and which, indeed, as he said, has almost
departed out of the world.

Like St. Francois de Sales and other devotional writers
of his kind, Jeremy Taylor was a director of souls and a
spiritual guide, especially for holy women ; and just as de
Sales wrote his Introduction for the edification of Madame
de Charmoisy, Jeremy Taylor wrote his Holy Living and
his Holy Dying for Lady Carbery ; and these, and his
other devotional works, became the favourite reading for
generations of pious English gentlewomen.1

If Jeremy Taylor's controversial works have lost their
interest for modern readers, his devotional writings stand
in almost equal danger of oblivion. Pious writing of this
kind soon falls out of fashion ; and even the Holy Dying,
which is considered Jeremy Taylor's masterpiece, and
which has been described as one of the most beautiful
prose compositions of the seventeenth century, will, I
am afraid, in spite of a few splendid chapters, prove a
disappointment to any one who attempts to read it
through. Its lack of lucid arrangement, its wearisome

1 Lord Shaftesbury, in bis Characteristicks (in. v. 3), speaks of
Jeremy Taylor's works as being the favourite good books of the
most refined and politest devotees of either sex. ' They main-
tain/ he writes, ' the principal place in the study of almost every
elegant and high divine. They stand in folios and other volumes,
adorned with variety of pictures, gildings, and other decorations
on the advanced shelves or glass-cupboards of the ladies* closets/